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j General Information

|

Meeting Venue
Makedonia Palace Hotel, 2. M. Alexandrou Av., 546 40, Thessaloniki, Greece, Tel: +30
231 089 7197, Web: www.makedoniapalace.com

|

O,

Official Language
The official language of the Meeting is English. No simultaneous interpretation will
be provided.

Certificate of Attendance
b All registered delegates who have attended the Meeting will receive an electronic
Certificate after completing the delegates' survey, which will be sent via email after
the event.

Conference Organizing Bureau

Erasmus Conference & Events S.A.

49 Chaldeias Str., 167 77, Elliniko, Greece

Call Centre: +30 210 7414700, E-mail: info@actc2025.0rg

Registration Desk
The registration desk is situated at the Makedonia Palace Hotel and will operate
during the following dates and hours:

Tuesday, September 23, 2025 19:00 - 21:00
Wednesday, September 24™, 2025 08:00 - 18:30
Thursday, September 25%, 2025 08:00 - 18:30
Friday, September 26%, 2025 08:00 - 18:30
Saturday, September 27", 2025 08:30 - 12:30

Coffee breaks & Lunches
Coffee and lunch breaks are included in the registration fee.

Internet
Free Wi-Fi will be available in all meeting areas and guest rooms throughout the
event.

Posters' Area
All participants are encouraged to visit the Poster area. Posters will be available
throughout the meeting.
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POSTER PRESENTATIONS Friday, September 26, 2025 | 16:00-17:00
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Poster Session 3 | CTCs and ctDNA clinical applications
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insights from the STEPUPIORS and EXPAND-EV Horizon Europe projects
Milena Cavic', Ana Djuric’, Mladen Marinkovic??, Aleksandra Stanojevic', Miodrag
Vukovic', Lidija Filipovic?, Ana Damjanovic', Miljana Tanic’, Vanja Stevanovic',
Teodora Cato', Suzana Stojanovic-Rundic??, Remond Fijneman?, Sergi Castellvi-Bel®,
leronymos Zoidakis’?, Jelena Spasic®, Radmila Jankovic', Milica Popovic*

'Department of Experimental Oncology, Institute for Oncology and Radiology of Serbia, Belgrade, Serbia,
“Clinic for Radiation Oncology, Institute for Oncology and Radiology of Serbia, Belgrade, Serbia, *Faculty

of Medicine, University of Belgrade, Belgrade, Serbia, *Department of Biochemistry, Faculty of Chemistry,
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Heine University, University Hospital Diisseldorf, Diisseldorf, Germany, *Department of Medical Oncology, Haga
Hospital, Den Haag, The Netherlands, °Department of Oncology, Franciscus Gasthuis & Viietland Hospital,
Schiedam, The Netherlands

Circulating Melanoma Cells: Unveiling EMT and Invasiveness Through
Molecular Profiling
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Medicine, University of Rome "Tor Vergata’, Rome, Italy, Dermatology Unit, Department of Systems Medicine,
University of Rome "Tor Vergata’, Rome, Italy, “Department of Oncology University of Rome "Tor Vergata',
Rome, Italy, *Surgery Division, Department of Surgery Sciences, University of Rome "Tor Vergata’; Rome, Italy,
°Department of Biology, University of Rome "Tor Vergata', Rome, Italy

The heterogeneity of Circulating Tumor Cells (CTCs) in the bloodstream of
pancreatic cancer patients

Chrysoula Tagari', Michael Gogolidis', Karolina Mangani', Argyro Roumeliotou’,
Anastasia Xagara?, Constantinos Stathopoulos?®, Sophia Karagiannis N, Teresa Frisan®,
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Liquid biopsy in molecular diagnostics and scientific research in Serbia — insights from the
STEPUPIORS and EXPAND-EV Horizon Europe projects

Milena Cavic!, Ana Djuric', Mladen Marinkovic>3, Aleksandra Stanojevic!, Miodrag Vukovic!, Lidija
Filipovic*, Ana Damjanovic!, Miljana Tanic!, Vanja Stevanovic!, Teodora Cato', Suzana Stojanovic-Rundic?3,
Remond Fijneman’, Sergi Castellvi-Bel®, Ieronymos Zoidakis’-®, Jelena Spasic’, Radmila Jankovic!, Milica
Popovic?

'Department of Experimental Oncology, Institute for Oncology and Radiology of Serbia, Belgrade, Serbia
2Clinic for Radiation Oncology, Institute for Oncology and Radiology of Serbia, Belgrade, Serbia
3Faculty of Medicine, University of Belgrade, Belgrade, Serbia
“Department of Biochemistry, Faculty of Chemistry, University of Belgrade, Belgrade, Serbia
SDepartment of Pathology, The Netherlands Cancer Institute, Amsterdam, The Netherlands
Gastroenterology Deparment, Fundaci6 de Recerca Clinic Barcelona-Institut d'Investigacions Biomédiques
August Pi i Sunyer, Centro de Investigacion Biomédica en Red de Enfermedades Hepaticas y Digestivas,
Clinic Barcelona, University of Barcelona, Barcelona, Spain
"Department of Biotechnology, Biomedical Research Foundation, Academy of Athens, Athens, Greece
8Department of Biology, National and Kapodistrian University of Athens, Athens, Greece
°Clinic for Medical Oncology, Institute for Oncology and Radiology of Serbia, Belgrade, Serbia

Background: Liquid biopsy (LB) was introduced into routine clinical practice in Serbia in 2016 in the setting
of lung cancer. Widening its implementation has proven financially and logistically challenging. National
efforts employing clinicians and researchers, members of the STEPUPIORS and EXPAND-EV Horizon
Europe projects and the ESMO-affiliated Association of Medical Oncologists of Serbia and EACR-affiliated
Serbian Association for Cancer Research are expected to advance clinically significant LB implementation in
Serbia.

Methods: At the Institute for Onocology and Radiology of Serbia (IORS), molecular diagnostics using for
RAS/BRAF mutation testing for patients with metastatic colorectal cancer has been performed from tissue
since 2008, and from liquid biopsy since 2024. A cohort of around 100 Serbian patients with rectal cancer
treated with neoadjuvant chemoradiotherapy, was profiled using radiomics, proteomics and transcriptomics to
yield useful data on new prognostic and predictive biomarkers in the locally advanced setting within the
STEPUPIORS project. Blood draws were made in six clinically significant moments to correlate LB-derived
data with clinical outcomes and stored in the first Serbian cancer biobank at IORS. Within the EXPAND-EV
project, plasma and pleural effusion samples of patients with advanced non-small cell lung cancer were
obtained for molecular diagnostics and isolation of extracellular vesicles (EVs) in search for new prognostic
and predictive biomarkers.

Results: Within the pilot study of RAS/BRAF mutation testing from LB in the anti-EGFR therapy rechallenge
setting, clinically significant data was obtained for 24 carefully selected patients. In lung cancer, LB testing
from plasma and pleural effusion was successfully used for the detection of the resistance T790M EGFR
mutation at progression on EGFR TKIs and at diagnosis when tissue biopsy was not available in around 300
cases. EVs were successfully isolated and characterized from pleural effusion samples yielding material for
ongoing proteomics studies.

Conclusion: LB is well embeded in molecular diagnostics and scientific research in Serbia, but a clear national
strategy is still lacking. Data from European and international collaborative scientific projects will be used as a
basis for advancing clinically significant LB implementation in Serbia in the future, thus overcoming financial
restrictions of the resource-limited national healthcare system.

Keywords: colorectal cancer, liquid biopsy, lung cancer, national policy.
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Innovation of the Republic of Serbia (Agreement No. 451-03-136/2025-03/200043) and Horizon Europe
Projects STEPUPIORS (Agreement No. 101079217) and EXPAND-EV (Agreement No. 101182851).



